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supplied to us in clear handwriting, we are ready to take suitable
steps. The time, we feel, is also very opportune. In the present
satyagraha campaign, we can take up many new issues whenever
we think it right. If prompt steps are taken, there will be no
difficulty in securing arms.
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It is with full deliberation that I say that the untimely death
of Bhai Hussain has widowed the Indian community here. People
may wonder whether it is not something of -an exaggeration to
say that a young man of 22, of whom most Indians had not even
heard, whom not many had seen, who never made any big speeches
and never sought to teach wisdom to people, has widowed the
people by his death, but my answer will still be the same. The
character which Bhai Hussain possessed I have seen in few youths
or grown-up men. In South Africa, I can think of no grown-up
man who can equal him, and I doubt if there is any among the
many youths whom I know. If there is anyone who can surpass
him, such a one is not known to me. Bhai Hussain had based
his way of life on truth. He lived for truth. Bhai Hussain detes-
ted lying, deceit, cunning and hypocrisy. He felt extremely
uncomfortable in the presence of deceit. Whenever he saw people
lying, his head would ache and he felt like flying away from there,
if only he had wings. The lies that go on in ordinary company
were so disgusting to this youth that, many a time, he felt dis-
inclined to stay on in Durban. Whenever he heard and believ-
ed that a man was good, he was all admiration for him. So
guileless was he. His heart was meek like a cow's. I never ob-
served the slightest taint of sin in him. His innocence and his
frankness were all his own. A budding rose has withered. But
its fragrance remains. We can still enjoy deep draughts of it. He
has left that fragrance with everyone who came in contact with
him. Evil company had no effect on him. Once Mr. Dawad
Mahomed wrote to Hussain, "My son, guard yourself against the
temptations of life in England. Beware of evil company." I re-
member what Mr. Hussain wrote back in reply: "Father, you do
not know your son. Evil company cannot taint Hussain. Your
son is not likely to succumb to the temptations in England."
That was the gist of his reply. It takes a Hnssain to write with